January 8, 2016
Letter To The Editor:
We know and understand that the proposed Back Forty mining and economic development project is a
major topic of discussion in the community, and we wanted to add some factual data and additional
details to the conversation for residence who wish to have accurate and balanced information.
Aquila Resources Inc. (Aquila) has filed a formal application with the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to mine gold, zinc, copper and silver on approximately 580 acres in Lake
Township of Menominee County. The plan is comprehensive in nature, and will be scrutinized by the
MDEQ in their technical review of our permit application that consists of more than 20,000 pages.
This project will create jobs and provide a significant economic boost to Menominee County and the
surrounding area. When fully operational, the Back Forty Project will create a substantial number of
jobs, estimated at more than 250 permanent positions resulting in a multi-million dollar impact to the
local economy. The new jobs will be good, family-supporting positions and Aquila is committed to hiring
local residents for as many jobs as possible.
The metals to be mined at the site are an important part of our everyday lives and are used in every
product/service that we’ve come to rely on, from cars to computers to healthcare. In addition to being
a good corporate citizen, Aquila is committed to mining in a safe and responsible manner, meeting or
exceeding Michigan’s very high environmental and safety standards for mining! Aquila believes that
good business and environmental responsibility are directly linked and protecting the environment and
the Upper Peninsula’s natural resource heritage is a priority for us.
We understand it is very important to have positive and respectful long-term relationships in the areas
where we plan to operate and this will continue to be our goal as our project moves forward. We also
understand that there are many questions and concerns that people have regarding mining and we
welcome the opportunity to address specific concerns with you directly. If you have questions or
concerns, or just want to know the status of the project please feel free to contact us by email at
Questions@aquilaresources.com. You can also visit our Facebook page at Aquila Resources Inc or
follow us on the web at www.aquilaresources.com.
We are committed to working collaboratively with local residents, government officials and others to
help ensure the Back Forty is a long-term success we can all be proud of.
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